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What are Community Groups at Smithton?

As the early church met publicly in the synagogues, they also met privately in homes
throughout their communities (Acts 2:42-47). Community groups are integral to the life,
wilness, and development of the church. Every family of our congregation will be
integrated into a community group for worship, fellowship, prayer, gospel living, and care
and support. It is a context where we can apply God’s truth in a personal, practical way.

Folk within each group are encouraged and mentored to develop their own spiritual gifts.

How do Community Groups Work?
Each group meets fortnightly on Wednesday nights in a home in their respective
communities. The suggested time will be 7:30pm, but each group will have flexibility to

meet earlier or later than this time based on leaders and members’ needs.

Leadership

® One elder will be allocated to each group

* Two male leaders will take responsibility and develop the teaching gifts within the group

¢ Two female leaders will be responsible for the practical and pastoral care of the group

® The Kirk Session and relevant staff members should be informed of any specific
pastoral needs, and prayer requests should be forwarded to the church office for general

prayer meeti nguse

Teaching and Prayer
¢ Teaching will be based on the previous Sunday’s sermons and drawn up by the minister

¢ Prayer points will be distributed in advance to each group

Training, Support, and Evaluation
® There will be mandatory training for leaders
e Lvaluation will take place by June 2010

e Support will be given where appropriate
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